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ESC BRIEFING CONFIDENTIAL 7 September 1955

x.

IX.

TRENCH NORTH AFRICA

With French Premier Paure’'s self-established 12 September “deadline”

for = solution to the Morocco problem drawing near, the Freach Cabi-

net at last accepted his "five-point” program (hammered out in con-

Terence with Moroccan nationalist moderates)early last week, The

Package program calls for:

A,

B.

A two-way parlay involving replacement of Noroccan Resident Gen-
sral Graadval by Boyer de Latour and the withdrawal of the present
Sultan, Nohamed ben Arafa,

A three-way parlay: establishment of & "Throne Council,” formation
of & "representative” government under a Moroccan named by that
Council, and return of French-deposed former Sultan ben Youssef froa

exile in Madagascar to some residence in France.

The first half of Faure s two-way parlay has already been accomplished.
HSowever, the second (removal of ben Arafa) is & present stumbling-block

in the plan. Faure, together with Minister of Protectorates July,
wants ben Arafa to leave imsediately, in order to meet the 12 September
deadline, and the new Resident General is reportedly pressuring the
Sultan. I

A.

Pespite formal Cabinet acceptance of Faure's plan, however, at least
two cabinet nbabera have reservations. Defense Minister Koenig ap-

parsntly opposes the Sultan's removal, while Yoreign Minister Pinay

objects to pressure being applied for Arafa's resigaation,
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These internal political Frenc easions, togethsr with aroused

pablic opinion as a result of Noroccan bloodshed, might well
threaten Faure's premiership, were the French National Assembly in
session. HNowever, the Assembly is not scheduled to reconvene until
4 October and an earlier special session appears improbable,
1. Faure could recall the Assembly, but is obviously better
off in its absence,
2, The "Standing Committee” of the Assembdly could also issue a
recall, but the Premier's opponents could not win the vote
for such an action so long as PFaure retains the general sup-
port of his coalition,
3. The third aad final means of recall, petition by a majority,
is only a remote possibility.
It therefore appears that, even should ben Arafa remain adamant

.. {which seems unlikely), the Faure Government's tenure is safe

at least until October.

IX1.The remaining three of Faure's "five points™ also have their pitfalls.

Much depends on the reaction of exiled ben Youssef. Two Prench rep-

resentatives have conferred with him in Nadagascar, while two seperate

delegations of Noroccanmoderates are en route,

A,

B,

Before the Moroccan nationalists will go along with the Faure plan,

'hcn Youssef presumably will have to approve the proposed composi-~

tioa of the "Throang Council,” and &lso give his blessing to

whatever Noroccan is to head the "representative” regime.

Finally, ben Youssef's reaction toa "return”’ which brings him to

Fraance, rather than back to the throne, remains to be discovered.
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Iv. gy.aithile, nationalist terrorism continues throughout Norocco despite
strong Fresch Rilitary and police repression. A general strike, ap-
parently cédlled by the nationalists for 12 September in Casablancs,
may well create additional security problems.

A. TFrench military suthorities are also concerned over evidence of
widespreoad contact aad consultation among the Berber tribes of

thl interior, upon many of whom the French have previously counted
for support.
1. ZFrench troops in Morocco now total more than 60,000 and are
constantly being reinforced by the arrival of small inits
from metropolitan France,
3. However, outbursts similar to the 20 August Berber massacre
at Qued zqn'téuld seversely tax France's thin-spread forces
ia Merocco. '

¥. Rlsevhere in French North Africa, spprehension exists that a new flare-
up is imminent in Algeris, desp.te the extention of a state of onmer-
gency to all four Algerian Departments and the arrival of further troop
reinforcements from Franoce, _

A. French troops in Algeria now number more than 120,000, supple-~
mented by general and special police units, air force and naval
groups aad a substantial aumber of quasi-military units,

1. Soms settlers have been armed, despite the objections of
the Governor General, and are reported ta be taking vigilante
action against the natives.

25X1 ‘ 2, 1c11§tin¢ the 8tiff French reprisals

for the 20 August uprisings in the Constantine~Philippeville

Srea, native support for extremist natienilists has become
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out the Comstantine region remains temse.

B. Perbaps the most alarming aspect of the present disorders is the
teadency among conservative French ufficials and seltlers to make
the U8, together with Egypt, a scapegoat. Both press comment
and private utterances in Morocco and Algeria have been ntrénxl.y
anti-Awerican, to the point of claiming US support for the rebels,
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